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RANGE SHEEP INDUSTRY IN KITTITAS
COUNTY,WASHINGTON
INTRODUCTION

Kittitas County ranks fourth in a state that is fourth
( and last) among the Pacific Northwest states in number of
range sheep,1 but inasmuch as all phases of the range sheep
industry may be carried on within its confines, it may be considered a sample area for the Pacific Northwest.
Located in the center of the state between the Cascade
crest and the Columbia River, with elevations varying from 500
to 7,500 feet, it is excellently suited for the industry. Within its
boundaries are all necessary types of feeding areas for range
sheep. In the fall, the animals may be grazed on the irrigated
pastures of Kittitas Valley, agricultural heart of the county.
Then as winter approaches they can be moved eastward to
the Columbia slope. In spring the foothills to the north, west,
and south of the valley provide range. For summer feeding,
1 About 50 per cent of the 6,607,250 range sheep in the Pacific Northwest are
in Montana, 23 per cent in Oregon, 19 per cent in Idaho, and 8 per cent in Wash~
ington. Because the federal census does not distinguish between range and farm
sheep, the number of range sheep in each state can only be estimated. Assessment
rolls of Washington counties show 62,170 sheep and goats in Yakima County,
42,445 in Benton County, 33,551 in Klickitat County, 31,366 in Kittitas County, and
31,232 in Okanogan County. The number of goats is negligible and most of the
sheep are range ewes. It is nearly impossible to state accurately the number of
range sheep in each county: ( 1) Since many sheep migrate from winter range
in one county to summer range in another county, it is necessary for tax purposes that the county assessors meet annually to prorate the numbers of ewes
among the various counties in which they grazed. Approximately 15,000 more
ewes are owned in Benton County than the figure above indicates; these were
assessed in other counties where they grazed during the summer for more than
sixty days. (2) Sheep brought into Kittitas County after July 15 are not taxed
and no record is kept of them. (3) Because Idaho taxes Washington sheep that
graze on its summer range, county assessors in Washington show fewer than the
true number of sheep on their assessment rolls for the operators concerned.
Because the part of Washington east of the Cascade crest is drier and contains considerable areas suited only for range land, the eastern counties possess
most of the sheep of the state. (See Figure 1.) The sheep of the western counties are entirely farm sheep; those of the eastern counties are largely range sheep.
Range sheep represent the major portion of the sheep in Washington; farm
sheep, a minor part. Because of excessive rainfall and lack of suitable winter
range, western Washington is not able to winter large bands of sheep. There are
some farm flocks in western Washington, but they are given shelter during
winter. If sheep are subjected to continued rains during cool winters there is a
high percentage of loss from pneumonia and colds. Such range as might be available for winter grazing in western Washington would be greatly damaged by
excessive trampling. On the other hand, winter ranges in eastern Washington
receive low rainfall.
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there are the national forests in the high mountains on the west
and north. 2 In addition to this advantage of a complete feedingarea cycle, the county is well served by highways and two
transcontinental railroads.
The county consists of four physiographic divisions: ( 1)
An oval-shaped, tectonic basin, irrigated and drained by the
Yakima River but named Kittitas Valley; (2) a timbered
mountainous area that includes the Wenatchee Range on the
north and the Cascade Range on the west; ( 3) a broad, untimbered and rolling plateau, with a general elevation of 2500
feet, between Kittitas Valley and the Columbia River, to which
it drops abruptly; and ( 4) the Columbia Valley along the western margin.
Precipitation within the county is extremely varied. The
first, third, and fourth physiographic regions receive less than
fifteen inches annually, while the mountains receive from fifteen
inches at lower elevations along their eastern and southern
margins to more than sixty inches in the highest elevations of
the Cascades.
A floral map of Kittitas County (Figure 2) shows not
only its floral zones but in a general way its altitudinal and climatic zones.
The floral zone of least precipitation (less than ten inches
annually) and lowest elevation ( 500 to 1600 feet above sea
level) is the Upper Sonoran. It is dominated by sagebrush and
occupies the Columbia Valley, the Yakima gorge, and originally most of that part of Kittitas Valley that is now irrigated.
Bordering this zone are higher lands ( 1600 to 3500 feet) occupied by bunch grass and sagebrush. Above this prairie is an
2 Kittitas County contains 1,490,560 acres of land, of which about 7 per cent
is tillable (100,000 acres) and approximately 93 per cent is forest and range
(1,390,560 acres, of which 1,085,000 acres are grazeable for cattle and sheep).
Three-fourths of the tillable land is irrigated, chiefly in Kittitas Valley. Smaller
irrigated tracts occur in the upper Yakima Valley around Cle Elum. About 40
per cent of the forest and range land (551,525 acres) is summer range within the
Wenatchee and Snoqualmie national forests in the Cascade-Wenatchee mountains; approximately 18 per cent (251,425 acres) is timbered spring-fall range on
the lower mountain slopes outside the national forest boundaries and in the
Yakima River drainage above the mouth of Swauk Creek (sheep are only trailed
across this range in the fall) ; and nearly 42 per cent (587,610 acres) is fallwinter-spring range on the untimbered plateau. Data from Cooperative Western
Range Survey, "An Analysis of Range Problems in Kittitas County, Washington,
and a Plan for Their Solution," final draft, revised June 14, 1938.
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open forest of yellow pine which ascends roughly to the 4200foot contour line and receives about twenty-three inches of
precipitation. 8
The Canadian zone ( 4200 to 5000 feet), which contains
such trees as Douglas fir, lodgepole pine, and western larch, is
located in the western and northern parts of the county. Annual precipitation at Lake Kachess and Lake Keechelus is
forty-eight and sixty-one inches, respectively. Two separated
areas in the northern part of the county, lying between 5000
and 7000 feet, belong to the Hudsonian ( or subalpine) zone.
All three forest zones, the yellow pine, the Canadian, and the
Hudsonian, contain bushes, weeds, and grasses that provide
excellent spring and summer browse for sheep. 4
In the Arctic zone, which lies above the timber line, are
high alpine meadows that contain such plants as the alpine
sedges, shooting star, windflower, cinquefoil, and painted cup.
This zone lies along the Cascade crest in the northwestern part
of Kittitas County and also just over the county line in the
Mount Stuart district of Chelan County.
Assessment rolls for 1941 credit Kittitas County with
24,738 range ewes, owned by thirteen operators, nine of whom
have their headquarters ( usually on the winter range) in
Kittitas County. The other four have their headquarters in
Yakima and Benton counties, but 5,708 of their sheep graze on
the summer range of Kittitas County. Seven of the nine Kittitas operators, possessing 13,405 ewes, operate the year
around within the county; the other two, owning 5,625 ewes,
go beyond the county limits for summer range, one to adjoining Chelan County; the other across the state into Idaho. n
s Elevations given for the floral zones are only approximate. In these three
zones some of the common associated species eaten by sheep are balsamroot
(sunflower), lupine, eriogonum, bluebell (Mertensia), carrot-leaf, wheatgrass,
Sandberg bluegrass, bitter brush, serviceberry, and ocean spray. (Data on vegetation in the floral zones supplied by Mr. Harry Elofson, assistant supervisor of the
Wenatchee National Forest.)
4 Some of the grasses found in the lower zones are also found in the Canadian
zone, such as wheatgrass, pinegrass, and the different bluegrasses. Such shrubs as
snowbrush, goatbrush, and huckleberry, and weeds such as peavine, waterleaf, aster,
and timber lupine likewise grow in the Canadian zone. Some of the common
plants of the Hudsonian zone are spiraea, huckleberry, brome grass, green fescue,
alpine bluegrass, and various sedges. Weeds include valerian, Indian paintbrush,
western false hellebore, butterweed, and tall bluebell. All of these plants are eaten
by sheep.
n These figures are incorrect (see note 2) but they do indicate roughly the
size of the industry within the county.
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The range sheep industry centers around ewes that produce wool in the spring for the Portland market and fat lambs
for July and fall sales to packing houses. They are crossbreeds
between white-faced Romney Marsh rams and white-faced
Rambouillet ewes, or white-faced Lincoln rams and Rambouillet ewes. For several reasons these crossbreeds are considered
the best ewes to run on the ranges of the county: ( 1) They are
more prolific than the Rambouillet ewes; many experts con:.
sider them heavy "twinners." (2) Large bodies enable them
to bear big lambs and show heavy mutton weight when sold in
old age. ( 3) For range sheep they produce long, heavy fleeces
of excellent, coarse, light-shrinking wool of ~ and
blood
grade which brings premium prices on the market. ( 4) They
have enough of the Rambouillet blood to be easily herded. ( 5)
Heavy fleeces enable them to withstand fairly low temperatures in winter. (6) They make excellent mothers.
These ewes follow the trails for six or seven years, bearing lambs and growing wool. Eventually, poor condition of
teeth makes them unfit for range feeding and they are sent to
the slaughterhouse. But until then each fall they are bred to
black-faced Hampshire rams to secure premium fat lambs
which at five months weigh eighty-five to ninety-five pounds.
The drawback in the use of the Hampshire, a mutton breed,
is a tendency of the offspring to produce light fleeces, which
makes it necessary for the ewe lambs ( as well as the wether
lambs) to be sent to the block. The producer, therefore, must
make other arrangements to obtain replacements to keep up the
ewe band. 6

rs

SEASONAL MIGRATIONS

T¥inter
Only good forage will produce fat lambs and fine wool.
To secure it at all seasons it is necessary for the crossbreed
6 Washington operators are interested primarily in the production of fat
lambs for sale to slaughterhouses. Breeding stock is obtained largely from Oregon
where the ranges are not so good and the white-faced lambs do not get as fat as
the lambs in Washington; consequently, the wether lambs are sold as feeders and
the ewe lambs are retained for breeding stock. This is not true in the Wallowa
and Blue mountains where ranges are better and fat lambs are produced.
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ewes to migrate from one part of the county to another. Figure
3 shows the routes taken by six bands of ewes and lambs,
owned by two operators, within the county. Figure 4 shows
the excellent setup of a third operator-winter range, irrigated
Kittitas Valley, intermediate range, and summer range, all on
a direct southeast-northwest line across the county.
Because of quality of feed, commonly light snow cover in
winter, and springs that come two or three weeks earlier than
in other parts of the county, most of the winter ranges are
located on the Columbia slope of the untimbered plateau. If
the ewes are to be wintered there the herder begins trailing
his band eastward out of Kittitas Valley about November 1.
Usually on the winter range the ewes browse heavily on bunch
grass and nibble occasionally on sagebrush, but at times of
heavy snow are fed hay and grain. If severe weather occurs
the ewes are trailed down into the creek valleys leading to the
Columbia for better shelter. The herder may live in a shack,
a canvas-covered wagon, or a tent.
In February the herder moves his ewes to a lambing camp
on the winter range. February-March lambing is called "shed
lambing," at which time the ewes are fed hay and grain, are
kept in corrals, and make up what is known as a "drop band."
The camp at the mouth of Whisky Dick Creek on the Columbia
River (Figure 3), with its dry sandy soil, north valley wall of
the creek for protection, running water, and early growth of
tender grass on the surround~ng range, is ideal for lambing.
When a ewe gives birth to a single lamb or twins in a corral,
the "drop picker" carries them by their legs to a pen in a protection shed. The pen is about four feet square and is called
a "jug." The ewe follows behind and is placed in the jug with
her offspring. This goes on steadily for twenty-four hours a
day for nearly a month and is the most trying time of the
year. A wet snow or a cold rain can cause heavy losses. Ewes
may die in giving birth; lambs may be stillborn. An effort is
made to save every lamb, for the operator depends on fat lambs
as well as on the wool of the ewes for his profits. If, for example, a ewe that has plenty of milk gives birth to a dead
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lamb on the same day that a lamb is born to one without milk,
the practice is to skin the dead lamb and pull the pelt over the
live lamb. The lamb is then penned up with its new mother who,
on smelling the topmost skin, often accepts the foster lamb and
raises it as her own. If a ewe is anxious for a lamb, it may be
enough to squirt some of her milk on the head of the lamb to be
adopted.
By gradual process the owner builds up his bands to range
size, that is, 1250 ewes and their lambs which may number
1500. A few hours after birth, if the ewe gives evidence that
she can mother her lamb, she and her lamb are transferred to
a pen that holds three ewes with their lambs. 1 In a day or two
these are transferred to larger pens that hold six to nine ewes
with their lambs; then to still larger pens. In a few days
bunches of seventy-five ewes with lambs are spotted on the
range. By this time tender green shoots of grass are sprouting,
especially around the sagebrush. To assure a plentiful supply
of milk for the lambs, grain is trucked out to the range in bags
and poured into low troughs to supplement the· natural feed of
the ewes. If water is lacking in any part of the range it is delivered in milk cans and poured into wash tubs. Soon these
bunches are grouped into quarter-bands of 300 ewes and their
lambs and kept that size for more than a month. Then halfbands are formed. Finally, when the lambs are two months old,
a band is completed to full size.
In the meantime, tails of the lambs have been "docked"
for sanitary reasons and male lambs castrated.

Spring
As spring is now advancing rapidly, the herder trails his
band to a shearing camp. It is best to shear after the weather
has become warm so that the newly shorn sheep will not suffer
from exposure to wet snowstorms, cold rains, and severe cold.
1 For several days after birth a ewe knows her lamb only by smell. Until she
learns to recognize its voice, her lamb must not be kept with too many others,
because to find her lamb the ewe would have to smell every lamb until she came to
her own, and if she has to smell too many she becomes confused and may not know
her own lamb when she comes to it. Or, she may become discouraged and stop
looking for it, which may be fatal to the lamb. For a time, then, the ewe and her
lamb must be members of a comparatively small bunch. Archer B. Gilfillan, Sheep
(Boston, 1930), 103.
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Figure 5 shows the plan of a shearing camp on the highway between Ellensburg and Vantage. It is exceller:itly located
near a spring on the route between the winter and intermediate
ranges and is protected on the north by a valley slope. The
highway facilitates the trucking of the wool to Portland.
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On arrival at the shearing camp, the first task of the
herder is to separate the lambs from the ewes. They are much
too lively and apt to interfere with the work of the shearers.
But the separation cannot be long, for the lambs soon need to
be fed by their mothers. The lambs are placed in a corral and
the ewes are jostled to the shearing shed by the wranglers.
From the wrangling alley within the shed the ewes are turned
into holding pens, one for each shearer. A shearer pulls a ewe
from the pen onto the shearing floor where he quickly shears
it with power clippers and pushes it into one of the chutes that
lead away from the shed. One writer classes shearing among
the "exact sciences.m A shearer uses the same method and the
same strokes with every sheep. There is nothing aimless or
haphazard about his work and there is no waste motion. With
the last stroke of the shears, the ewe faces the chute into which
s Gilfillan, Sheep, 134. Under perfect conditions a gang of eight can shear
1200 ewes in eight hours. Shearers are paid fifteen cents a fleece, the wool tier
and wool stamper one-half cent each, and the owner of the equipment two and onehalf to three cents.
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she will be pushed. Shearers are migrants who travel in gangs
and are in the employ of the owner of the power shearing
equipment. Since power shearers do not tie their own fleeces,
a wool tier is hired to do this for the whole crew. He turns the
tied fleeces over to the wool tramper whose work is to tramp
the fleeces solidly into the long sacks that carry them to market.
The sacks are suspended free of the ground in a frame, and the
wool tramper, starting at bottom, rises as his sack fills. The
shorn ewes are led to the branding chute where they are
branded with paint and then are reunited with their lambs. In
his book Sheep, Gilfillan gives a facetious description of this
somewhat pathetic reunion:
It is amusing to watch a lamb trying to find its mother for the first time
after she has been sheared. He will come running at her call and then
go right past her, failing utterly to recognize her. He has never seen her
in this dishabille. He might well be excused for not knowing her, for in
her new Eve-like garments she is as homely an object as is to be seen.
She is blotched all over with irregular patches of purple, yellow, and
black, and she carries various unornamental cuts and gashes, souvenirs
of her recent visit to the shearers. Any anatomical defects that she may
have stand out with painful clearness, and the sight of twelve hundred
of her kind leaving the shearing pens in their all but utter revealment is
calculated to make the thoughtful flapper wend her way homeward and
put on some clothes. 9

The one thing dreaded during shearing by operator and
shearers is rain. Wool cannot be sacked, and consequently cannot be sheared, when it is wet, so all activity ceases until the
weather clears and the wool on the ewes is dry.
When shearing is completed, trucks pick up the bags and
in a few hours they will be in Portland warehouses to which
will come Boston buyers.
The herder now points his band toward the intermediate
ranges in the foothills of the Cascade Range. Some of the ewes,
having traveled the route several times, seem to know the way.

Summer
Summer range is located in the national forests of the
mountainous portions of the county ( Figure 3). Land ownership in the national forests is partly checkerboard in pattern,
o Gilfillan, Sheep, 138.
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the federal government and private interests, chiefly the
Northern Pacific railroad, owning alternate sections. Some
summer range is owned by sheepmen but most of it must be
leased from the government and railroad and logging companies. Fall, winter, and spring ranges are in private ownership, owned or leased by the sheepmen.
Owners can graze sheep on national forest lands only under
permit for a definite allotment. An allotment, which contains
about five square miles of scattered feeding areas, is designated
by name or number, shown on the national forest map, described in the grazing permit, and marked by cloth or tin tags
on trees unless isolated. The herder trails his band from one
to another of these areas, his map indicating the length of time
he may remain in each. Because most grazing land in the national forests has been leased, allotments are difficult to obtain.
Demands on national forest lands for watershed protection,
recreation, and other uses are reducing the amount of grazing
land available. Possibilities of the transfer of national forest
lands to the Park Service for the creation of a large national
park in the Cascade Range alarmed sheepmen in the autumn
of 1939 to the point of protest. To acquire an allotment, it is
almost necessary to buy the sheep of another operator.
The government builds and maintains driveways within
the national forests on which bands of sheep are trailed to
their owners' allotments. They are marked with signs and are
usually twenty-five to fifty feet in width, wide enough to trail a
band with reasonable dispatch.
The average season for the grazing of sheep in the national forest is from June 15 to September 15. A fee of four
and one-fourth cents a head per month is charged. To assure
good grazing conditions year in and year out and to preserve
the scenic beauty of the region, the Forest Service imposes restrictions, a few of which may be listed: ( 1) A band is limited
to 1500 dry sheep or 1250 ewes with lambs. Thus is determined
the herding unit of the county. (2) To prevent overgrazing
and trampling of vegetation, sheep must be bedded down in a
new spot every night. ( 3) To avoid stream pollution, they can-
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not be bedded down near running water. ( 4) So that the scenic
beauty will not be spoiled for the tourist, the band cannot
graze within a quarter-mile of a highway. ( 5) The herder
must leave 25 per cent of the palatable vegetation.
Rangers tally the sheep at a counting-V as they enter the
national forest. The herder and his band then penetrate into
the heart of the Cascades, moving up one valley and climbing
the dividing range into the next one. Higher and higher they
climb, up to the alpine meadows. Sheep tend to move far up
the side of the ridge and prefer the stony pastures there to the
lush meadows often found in the mountains.
In July the "top" lambs are sent to market. The whole band
may be trailed down to a corral set up alongside a forest highway, where the lambs are separated out and sent by truck to Seattle or trailed down to the nearest railroad stockpens where the
lambs are cut out and shipped East. Previous to the improvement of mountain roads it was necessary to trail all bands to a
railroad.
Sheep may graze in a given part of the allotment for as
long as a week, depending upon the condition of the feed. Close
by the herder puts up his tent on a site that provides wood and
water. As he is many miles from a road, all supplies must be
packed in. The owner of the sheep establishes stations within
packing distance of his herder and yet on a good road over
which groceries and salt can be brought by truck from Ellensburg, Cle Elum, or Yakima. A station may be an abandoned
farmhouse or merely locked boxes near a Forest Service lookout tower (Figure 4). Every ten days the packer rides his
saddle horse followed by two or three pack horses and perhaps
a colt over mountain trails to the station for supplies. The
packer also tends and moves camp for the herder.
The herder must be a faithful man, for on him the operator places entire responsibility for the condition and safety of
his sheep. Out of his blankets at daybreak, he works until
eight or nine o'clock to move and settle his sheep onto a new
feeding area where, if the feed is plentiful and the weather
warm, they will stay without care until midafternoon. How-
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ever, if the weather is wet and the sheep get cold and restless
he must stay with them because they cannot be trusted to remain in one place. At three o'clock he again takes his band to
fresh feed, for only good browse produces fat lambs. If he
finds his band scattered he walks to a high point from which,
with shouts and motions, he can direct his dogs to guide the
band in the direction desired. Toward dark he helps them settle
down, usually on the afternoon feeding ground. Bleating continues until all the ewes locate their lambs, sometimes until
midnight, then the white, cud-chewing mass lies quiet until
dawn unless attacked by a bear.
In summer, when the grass is soft and the weeds tender,
sheep require twice as much salt as they do in fall and winter.
At this season the herder sprinkles salt around on the rocks
every third day. At least once a day sheep require water. When
dry they go to water by themselves if it is close by. Sheep become restless when thirsty, but a good herder can tell by their
appearance when they are in need of water.
On the summer range the herder must protect his band
from poisonous plants and predators. Some plants, such as
false hellebore and certain species of lupine, are poisonous
only at certain times of the year, while others, such as chokecherry, are harmful only when eaten in rather large amounts.
White rhododendron, death camas, and some other plants are
poisonous at all times. On some allotments the Forest Service
marks off poisonous plant areas by means of cloth markers
tacked on trees. Among the predators, coyotes and bears cause
most losses. Coyotes are troublesome on all ranges, but bears
give the herder concern only in the mountains during summer.
If the herder thinks there is danger from bears he takes his
sleeping bag and rifle to the bed-ground to watch over his band
at night. Occasionally a cougar has to be driven off. Largest
losses result from "pile-up." When a cougar or a bear attacks a
sheep, some of the others become so terrified they stampede off
a cliff to pile up at its base and smother. During the summer of
1939, fifty-five sheep were killed in a "pile-up" on Wilson Creek
when a cougar, driven from the higher mountains by forest
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fires, attacked one sheep. Dogs and sheep are occasionally
struck by lightning, and a few years ago a herder was killed
in the same manner near Chinaman's Hat. Falling rocks and
straying account for other losses. A shrewd owner frequently
pays bonuses in the fall to the herders with low percentages of
loss and in addition gives a suit of clothes to the one with the
least loss.
Some years, in the mountain timber, flies and mosquitoes
are very troublesome. Gnats are worse, coming in clouds and
frequently causing the eyes of the lambs to be badly festered
or even blinded.
Fall
As the days become shorter and the heat moderates, summer fades into fall and the band is trailed down into Kittitas
Valley. The lambs that were not sold in July are put on irrigated pastures to be finished for market. The mouths of the
old ewes are examined. "Gummers" ( those that have lost all
their teeth) and "broken-mouths" ( those that have some teeth
missing) are separated out. It does not pay the owner who
runs sheep on the range to keep ewes after their mouths begin
to "break." They may be all right for a year or two on hay
and grain but range conditions are too hard for them. These
and other unfit ewes are also placed on finishing pastures.
When the market price is right, the lambs and the old and defective ewes are trailed to railroad stockpens in the valley for
shipment to South St. Paul and Chicago. Sheep taken to South
St. Paul by the Northern Pacific railroad are unloaded for feed
and water at Missoula and Glendive in Montana and Staples in
Minnesota; those hauled by the Milwaukee railroad are fed
and watered at Deer Lodge, Montana, and Aberdeen, South
Dakota. If the sheep are taken on into Chicago, a stop is made
at Kirkland, Illinois.
The remaining and replacement ewes stay in the valley
until November 1, moving from farm to farm, feeding on grain
stubble, sugar beet tops, late clover and alfalfa, and standing
sweet-corn stalks. Hampshire rams are mixed with them for

1942]

SHAW: RANGE SHEEP INDUSTRY

169

a minimum period of thirty-five days. Breeding begins from
September on, depending on when the operator wishes the fivemonth gestation period to end and lambing to begin. The year's
cycle is now completed and the ewes are trailed again to the
winter range on the Columbia slope.
SMITHSON SHEEP COMPANY10

A sketch of the size and activities of a typical operator
within the county, the Smithson Sheep· Company, may help
toward more definite visualization of the industry (Figure 4 ).
In 1939, this company possessed 6,000 sheep and 250 cattle, owned 580 acres of irrigated land and 26,770 acres of sagebrush, and leased 32,300 acres of summer range from the
Cascade Lumber Company, the Northern Pacific railroad, and
the state of Washington. In addition, it had a permit to run
.sheep on national forest land.
Winter feed for the sheep and cattle, approximately 400
tons of hay, 4,000 bushels of barley, 5,000 bushels of oats, and
100 tons of corn silage, was raised on the irrigated land. (Many
of the operators prefer to buy winter feed from farmers rather
than own and farm irrigated land.)
The ewes are placed on the company's sagebrush land on
the Columbia slope of the untimbered plateau in October or
November and held there until early spring. Some of them arE"
lambed on this winter range. In April the ewes and lambs are
moved to the company's "Dry Creek Range," north and west
of Ellensburg. Lambing is finished here. (The two operators
whose lambing and shearing camps, routes, and ranges are
.shown on Figure 3 do all their lambing on the Columbia slope.)
Ewes and lambs are held on this range until late May or early
June when they are trailed farther north and west to land
leased from the Cascade Lumber Company where they graze
for another month. A few sheep remain on this range during
the summer months but most of them are taken farther up the
mountains to the national forest allotment. In late September
.and early October they are trailed down to Kittitas Valley.
10 Washington State Planning Council, Cascade Mountains Study, State of
Washington: An Inquiry into the Kind, Amount, and Utilization of the Resources
of the State of Washington as Delimited by the Boundaries of the Snoqualmie,
Wenatchee, Columbia, Chelan, and Mount Baker National Forests (Olympia, 1940),
50-51.
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Yearly operating costs of the Smithson Sheep Company
are as follows:
$15,000
6,000
4,300
3,000
2,700
2,500
3,000

labor
groceries and supplies
taxes
irrigated pasture rental (Kittitas Valley)
other pasture rental
automobile and truck expenses
miscellaneous

$36,500

The operating money is derived from the sale of lambs and
wool.
CONCLUSION

Cultural forms resulting from the activity described in
the second section of this paper are shiftlessly picturesque
rather than substantially impressive. Corrals are makeshift
affairs arranged in any suitable pattern by merely wiring
wooden panels to poles quickly driven into the ground and
frequently supported by boulders. Sheds, unpainted and
weatherworn, stand in varying stages of dilapidation, and the
home of the herder is merely a canvas-covered wagon in open
country, a tent at any season, or a shack or abandoned farmhouse if he is to remain in an area for some. time, as when on
the winter range. More vital than imposing structures are
good ranges and ewes that bear twin lambs and heavy fleeces.
The range sheep industry involves thousands of acres
of land in all parts of the county, yet, unlike the dairy industry
of southern Wisconsin, its imprint is but lightly stamped upon
the landscape. People are scarcely cognizant of its presence, except in the autumn when the sheep are on the valley pastures.
Despite these negative qualities, the industry is important
to the economy of the county and state. Not only does it give
cash income to farmers through purchase of grain and hay for
winter feeding and rental of fall pastures, but it brings to
many communities large sums of Eastern money through its
manufacture of wool and mutton from desert sagebrush, forest grasses, and grain stubble-raw materials not otherwise
usable.
R. M. SHAW
Central Washington College of Education

